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It bears repeating, when we read Scripture as we work our way toward 
understanding it and then applying it, it’s crucial to continually return to the 
question of,  
 
“Have I understood this particular teaching or passage of Scripture in its historical 
context before I begin applying it to my life?”   
 
Or, put another way, “Am I bringing my 21st century perspective or my personal 
opinion to a particular passage without first understanding the context of the 
Scripture?”   
  
Prayerfully returning to these questions, over and over and over, is essential during 
one’s lifetime of study and prayer with our sacred Scriptures I say all of this 
because Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians, which I addressed briefly last 
week in terms of the challenges it presents to scholars to verify its authorship and 
some of the specific nature of its teachings, appears again in our readings this 
morning.  
 
Let’s start with what Paul’s letter (or someone close to Paul who authored this 
letter in his name) is NOT saying: 
 
First, the community is key to remember here, as opposed to random travelers (be 
it friend or stranger) as seen throughout Hebrew and Christian Scripture, always 
receive food, water, and shelter.  There was a shared common humanity for anyone 
traveling in harsh desert conditions.   
  



 

1) Now community members who were unwilling to work, as opposed to 
unable to work … it was these people Paul’s letter withheld food.  It seems 
like, with the apocalyptic belief that Jesus would return at any minute, some 
had decided that work was optional – and some had become busybodies 
(yes, that idea existed in Biblical times).   
        

2) The writer does not counsel the community to completely remove idle 
members, rather the author basically says get back to work in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Your community needs you.  You are in this together. 
 

3) The writer is not expressing “an early form of the Protestant work ethic” that 
has traditionally been seen as a sign of individual grace; in fact, the idea of 
the individual prospering was a foreign concept during Biblical times, the 
reason this idleness was an issue was is due to the impact it was had on the 
entire community.  They needed every member to do their part. 
 

We’ve got what the letter doesn’t say, so what indications of emerging Christian 
belief does it offer?  

 A repeated emphasis on grace, and peace (1:2, 12; 2:16, 3:16). 
 The revelation of Jesus Christ is rooted in his relation with God the Father 

(1:1). 
 The relationship between the Lord Jesus and his disciples is one of devoted 

love (1:13, 16; 2:5). 
 The faithfulness of Jesus in doing the work that his Father called him to 

(3:5). 

It’s not as if we can just download these Christian traits, and with the click of a 
mouse dump the less desirable traits in the trash can.   
 
If only that were so!  In fact, it’s possible that many of us might not even be aware, 
or at the very least need gentle indicators that a less desirable pattern needs to be 
removed (another role of the community).  All of this, cultivating the desirable 
Christian traits and pruning the undesirable patterns, takes practice to develop.  
 
Paul’s followers, building from Jesus’s teachings that were informed by his Jewish 
roots, began our Christian tradition by building up the Body of Christ.  Paul 
realized in order to pull together in unity Jesus’ teachings must pattern their life 
together.  From very early in our tradition communal worship, hospitality, study of 
Scripture, confession, Eucharist, tithing, and Sabbath patterned the lives of the 
faithful. 



Paul had a difficult task, I would say (and please no offense to my cat lovers in the 
congregation this morning!) it must have felt a bit like herding cats, clearly when 
we study his letters you get a sense that there was plenty of excitement and energy 
in this community, part of which certainly had fledging moments – but not 
everyone was exactly on the same page.  Early on I can imagine Paul realized the 
task of getting them rounded up and all on the same path as a sheep herder would 
was going to take some practice. 
 
And, it is the same for us today.  In all of our technological and scientific advances 
from humankind – back to the first wheel all the way to the race for self-automated 
cars … a program that downloads Christian community has yet, and I suspect 
never will be, developed.   What it takes is practice, individually and communally.  
How … and Where do I start with that?  Here’s the wonderful thing, we’ve - both 
the broader Christian tradition and the Episcopal Church, got resources.  (see 
examples)     
 
… as our Collect this morning says “Read, mark, learn, inwardly digest” 
 
What I love most, is while technology and science has given us wonderful 
advances in our everyday lives, what research is now showing is psychological 
benefits of prayer, which is great …  but we kind of knew that all along. 
 
As we make our approach to beginning a new Church year with Advent, after our 
celebration of Christ the King next Sunday – I encourage you to bring a renewed 
sense of practice to your prayer life.  It doesn’t have to be complicated, in fact 
DON’T make it complicated, keep it simple. 
 
I want to hear your experiences in and through prayer; What have your found are 
meaning ways to “Read, mark, learn, inwardly digest” Scripture?  How do 
experience God’s dream emerging through prayer?  Do you have meaningful 
passages and prayers embedded in your heart? 
 
An amazing connection to God, each other, and the broader community is 
accessible in a deeper way with the practice of prayer.  And I believe, it is from 
this deep well that Saint Andrew’s will be able to hear most clearly and respond 
most directly to God’s invitation to care for and serve those in our midst going 
forward.  


