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Beloved in Christ ~ 
 
Little did we know, as you welcomed me and my family last October, what our first year together 
would hold.  Our time together began just after the stewardship kick off dinner, appropriately 
themed “Saint Andrew’s Forward.”  And “forward” we’ve gone ever since.  From the time we first 
met with the search committee in August of 2019 through today, there has never been a moment 
that we haven’t felt a part of the Saint Andrew’s family and its path forward. 
 

Embarking on our Lenten journey last year, we soon discovered it would be a journey quite unlike 
any other.  A Lenten season unlike any other turned into an Easter season unlike any other, which 
turned into a Pentecost unlike any other, and now into an Ordinary Season which is anything but 
ordinary.   
 

Now, even though we have resumed in-person worship, some continue to participate online to 
ensure health and safety.   Mask and social distancing are the order of the day. Even “The Peace” 
and the administration of Holy Eucharist have seen changes.   But these are minor adjustments, 
the “simpler” pieces of Saint Andrew’s life during Covid-19.  The greater challenges are living in the 
new reality of absent, but longed for-hugs; the loss of shared meals and lingering conversation; 
limited in-person visits that allow for the human touch through which we share God’s love. These 
are the hardships we feel deep in our hearts.   
 

Yet, it is these very hardships that allow us to discover the depth of our shared connections to 
each other and our God through the love of Jesus Christ.  This is our work.  
 

Through every hardship, the generous nature and willing hearts of Saint Andrew’s members 
remains ever present.  When we had to close the church building, and asked you to join online for 
worship, we found you there.  When we asked you to participate in leading worship via Zoom, you 
said “Yes!”  If we asked you to participate in a video to include with worship - even if it included 
passing pinwheels while the camera rolled - you said “Yes!”  If we showed up to serenade you with 
Easter hymns, you welcomed us, soaking up our love in the form of music – some with tears in 
their eyes.  Yes, even through hardship, it has been a year of Saint Andrew’s Forward, of 
discovering how to be the community of Christ on earth in ways we could have never imagined. 
 

When my family and I first arrived here, we were engulfed in the sense of hope and anticipation 
that has characterized Saint Andrew’s the past two years.  I have witnessed the ease with which 
you shared your love of God in Christ, and your hope and anticipation of where that love will lead.  
Now, with the sure and certain trust that God will inspire, enable and support us no matter the 
hardship, I ask you to join me as we continue on this path forward.  Together, and with God’s help, 
we will continue to discover and explore all the ways in which we can best share and respond to 
God’s love.  
 
In God’s love, 

                


