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I’ve been counting the days to this morning and it’s finally arrived!!  And I couldn’t be more joy-
filled.   
 
As I’ve said before and I’ll say it again, each step along the way in this process of discernment 
the warmth and desire to serve both your fellow members of Saint Andrew’s and the larger 
community of Lawton, not to mention my family, has been evident each step of the way.  
Christ’s loving and gracious spirit are alive and well this community.   
 
So … to be sharing the Liturgy of the Word and on our way to sharing the Eucharist with the 
Liturgy of the Table --- in my mind, it doesn’t get any better than that!  To experience God’s 
love and grace in a way that knows not the limits of space and time is to become bound deeper 
together through this sacrament of the Eucharist.  That mystical connection across space and 
time to Jesus and all of our beloved both from the past and into the future is a unique gift the 
Lord’s Supper brings.  AND it is one I am eager to experience in a new way with the community 
of Saint Andrew’s, one that brings us physically together with each other’s incarnate presence to 
offer thanks, remember, sanctify, bless, break, partake, and become the living body of Christ.    
Can you tell I’m just a little bit excited?! 
 
Say anymore and we’ll be in the full throughs of my sermon for All Saints’ Sunday – which isn’t 
until next week  
 
First though, before the big banquet of Eucharist, I’d be remiss if I didn’t speak to today’s 
Gospel, which is always one to make an ordained person sit up and take note.  Here we have a 
Pharisee (insert the Christian equivalent of a priest), looking quite pious, proud, and justified in 
his righteousness … when in reality he (in this case) doesn’t have a clue, much less the ability to 
spell the word “humbleness” or even think so far as to ask for “God’s mercy.”  To which I’d like 
to say aloud right now --- “God be merciful on me, a sinner!”  
 
  

 
1 Curry, The Right Reverend Michael. “Way of Love,” The Episcopal Church. October 2019.  
https://episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love 



    
 

Scholars aren’t really sure exactly how Jesus is speaking to in this passage – given Jesus’ 
astuteness in other parables and teachings, it seems unlikely he’s addressing a group of 
Pharisees’ directly (although I can imagine they heard about this parable in no time at all).  To 
me though, knowing the audience isn’t really that important --- what IS important is 
understanding, internalizing, and incorporating into action the apparent humbleness missed by 
the Pharisee that is exemplified by the tax collector.  Just a reminder – there was no love loss for 
tax collectors in Israelite culture.  Rather they were the epitome of disdain, but it is this person, 
who we are told isn’t even able to look up to heaven as he prayed; it is he who requests God’s 
mercy.  
 
Humbleness is a theme in the 18th chapter of Luke – for this parable is followed by the often 
quite familiar teaching of Jesus about how to come to God we must receive the kingdom of God 
like little children – without pretentiousness and piousness but abounding in curiosity and 
wonder, which are difficult to arrive at if one is puffed up2 with one’s ego and devoid of 
humbleness.   
 
I want to be clear about how I am using the word “humbleness” given the culture we live; I’m 
not referring to a submissive and meek stance toward God and toward the world (God has 
charged us to care for the world and each other, which requires courage, even tenacity at times – 
meekness and submissiveness have no place in this task.)  By humbleness, am I referring to the 
awareness that one can’t do everything oneself – that God is our source of strength – or as we are 
reminded in our Baptismal Covenant “I will with God’s help.” (Book of Common Prayer, pg 
304-05) and that maybe, just maybe we might not have it, meaning the questions about life, all 
figured out.  Maybe just maybe, Jesus’ teachings could provide us with some insights into how 
God’s way of loving is likely quite different than most of humanity’s way of loving.   
 
By different I mean – really different, unfathomably different, as in an inverted bell curve, as in 
up is down and down is up, and east is west and west and east, and north is south and south is 
north … just about beyond your wildest imaginings.   
 
If I’m a kid, which is always a fun practice to try and think about something from a completely 
different perspective than my own, a place like Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory would be a 
place beyond my wildest imaginings.  The chocolate paradise, complete with chocolate waterfall, 
is pretty wild ….  but it’s missing something --- it’s wildest part but its missing the up is down 
and down is up part – for that I have turn to one of my favorite childhood books –which is Astrid 
Lindgren’s Pippi Longstocking. 
 
Pippi Longstocking is a meant to be a fun read about an unusual 9-year-old girl whose father 
tragically died while they were sailing the Seven Seas leaving Pippi with a sackful of gold 
pieces.  With her sailing future put on hold, Pippi returns to her father’s house with her pet 
monkey, Mr Nillson.  Here she meets a brother and sister, who soon discover Pippi isn’t like any 
other childhood friend they’ve ever encountered – the fact that she sleeps with her feet where her 
head should be and her head where here feet should be is only the beginning.  Yes, for me, 
believe it or not, this playful book gets a little bit at this upside-down world running through a 
noticeable amount of the Bible.   

 
2 1 Corinthians 4:6-7 



    
 

Here’s a sampling of that upside-down logic we were just reminded of this one today ---  
 
“all who exalt themselves will be humbled … all who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
--- to which I again say “Lord have mercy!” 
 
Or how about, “the last who are made first and the first who are made last.” (Matthew 20:16) 
 
Or the unpractical, inefficient, some might consider, irresponsible tracking down of that one last 
sheep when 99 others are already found. (Matthew 18 and Luke 15)  
 
Or, how about, most of the characters in the Hebrew Bible – not exactly always your role model 
citizens, and yet God continues to work with them and through them (Jacob) 
 
Or the command to “Love your enemies.” (Mark 12, Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27-36) 
 
And then, there is the ultimate reality that God took on flesh in the form of a helpless babe to 
dwell, to teach, to heal, to love, to serve, and to sacrifice for us … it was unfathomable for the 
Almighty to do such a thing. 
 
This upside down world of God’s “Way of Love” doesn’t seem to be the least bit rational from 
the cost accounting world we are surrounded by … but somehow when we enter deeper into the 
sacred, and recognize that actually all that surrounds us is sacred and all that is required to see it 
are the eyes to see and ears to hear --- when we enter that space and experience God moving and 
working in our lives, pulling us closer toward God’s “Way of Love” --- the upside down-ness of 
it, if you will, fades away.   
 
And that is my prayer for us as we begin this next part of Saint Andrew’s chapter together – that 
we can continue to discover new and surprising paths together that lead us deeper into God’s 
“Way of Love.” A “Way of Love” that delights us, inspires us, surprises us, and challenges us 
while lovingly holds us – both as individuals and as a community so that we can step out into the 
larger community ready to listen, to serve, and to be served.   
 
So come, let us offer our prayers to God – confess our sins – offer peace to our neighbors and 
with an open hearts enter into the Eucharistic Feast where we  

- give thanks 
- remember 
- bless 
- break  
-and take and eat 

Take in Holy Sustenance … allow yourself to be filled to the brim and venture into God’s upside-
down “Way of Love.”  


