
   March 24th, 2020 
the day before the Feast of the Annunciation 

 
 
Beloved Members of Saint Andrew’s ~ 
 
As I write this, my little electric “Saint Andrew’s” candle used over the past few 
years for the Darkness to Light service, stands “burning” next to me.  I’ve taken 
to leaving one at home in the niche between our kitchen, dining room, and 
living room and one in a place that I can see in the Sacristy from my writing 
chair. This symbol for the “Light of Christ” reminds me of the connection to the 
light in each of you and is a comfort to me in these unusual times.   
 
First, please know during the time the church building is closed, if you are looking 
for information basics – who, where, when, what, and why – you can find print 
versions via the email and on our website.  I will also share this information with you 
via FaceBook videos, but if you are looking for information quickly, email and 
the website are the places to look first.  
 
During this pandemic, the bishop is gathering with the clergy virtually each 
week, and I will share pertinent information with you regarding his directions as I 
receive it. 
To that end:  

1. Church buildings are closed indefinitely until otherwise instructed. 
2. We have been instructed that any funerals are to be for immediate family 

members only, with strong encouragement given to offer memorial 
services at a later date. 

3. Unless weddings are already scheduled, refrain from 
scheduling.  Previously scheduled weddings are to be with immediate 
family members only. 

4. We are encouraged to engage in leading worship virtually wherever 
possible. 

 
Related to worship, allow me to offer a few thoughts for the coming weeks.   
First though, a Theological Framework to state what is likely obvious, and yet is 
something I can never remind myself of enough. 
 
As Christians we are  

1. set free in Christ – and therefore need not be held back by fear or worry,  
2. held together in prayer, 
3. already bound for the joys of heaven yet to come  

and so, wherever we find ourselves in the changes and chances of our earthly 
pilgrimage, we are a people of hope as nothing can separate from the love of God.   
 
 



Now is the time, as is said, when - “the going gets tough and the rubber needs  
to meet the road”, to reach down inside ourselves and offer up and enact the 
best version of our Christian selves.  Now is the time to let the love, faith, and trust 
you’ve allowed to seep into your being through countless Sunday liturgies, 
communions received, Lenten journeys taken, Maundy Thursdays altars stripped, 
the emptiness of Good Friday felt deep in your heart, the waiting through Holy 
Saturday with longing to reach that Easter morning to hear the bells ring again 
and love is realized anew … this  is the time to draw on all the resources, known 
and unknown, that this practiced life of faith has implanted in your heart and 
mind.   
 
With the bigger picture in place, there are a few pieces I want to draw your 
attention related to worship. If you were not able to join us live via “FaceBook 
live” the past two Sunday mornings and last Wednesday evening, you can find 
a video recording of the worship services on Saint Andrew’s Lawton FaceBook 
page.  You’ll notice, I have chosen to offer Morning and Evening Prayer services 
as opposed to the Eucharist as a way of saying “I stand in solidarity with you.” 
Please allow me to explain my approach to this decision. 
 
Our Anglican theology does not understand the mystery of the Eucharist as 
something that can be fully experienced alone. Priests are not allowed to 
celebrate communion without at least one other present. The mystery of the 
incarnation, of the Lord’s Supper comes fully alive when we all gather around 
the same table to receive together as One Body.  And so, in an act of solidarity, 
as each of you are not able to gather around the table to be and receive the 
One Body, I have chosen to do the same. And I trust, as I’m sure you do, that 
when we share in the Lord Supper again, we will have the joy of tasting and 
seeing just how good the Lord is.  
 
That being said, the religious community I’m a part of, the Oakerhater 
Community, has been engaged in conversation and the practice of sharing a 
common life across time and space for many years… literally across thousands 
of miles, to support each other in reconciling the work of God in Christ that each 
of us aspire to offer and understand.   This was a baptismal promise we made 
when we became a Christian. 
 
And what we’ve found is this … that while we always share communion 
together at our quarterly meetings, in actuality it is the desire to share a common 
life and common rule together that draws us together.  We’ve discovered that 
deep connection across time and space can be experienced through the 
simple daily disciplines, rituals of prayer, and the use of symbols. 
 
Below, I’ve outlined suggested prayer-filled opportunities and practices as we 
make our way through the end of Lent and approach Holy Week together.   



 
WORSHIP 
 

INVITATION:   I cannot remind myself enough how much we, as human beings, 
need routine and structure.  Now, with much of the external structure removed, 
beginning and ending my day in prayer is more crucial than ever.   
 

Compline (Night Prayers) 
8:00 p.m. every night, get your candle, find a quiet place where you live 
and say Compline (with the digital prayer book below … you can even 
ask Alexa to pray via Forward Movement if she lives at your house!).  And 
know that each night you will be joined by a group of Saint Andrew’s folks in 
solidarity.   

 

On Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m., join us via livestream on FaceBook to say 
Compline virtually 

 

Morning & Evening Prayer 
Sunday at 10:15 a.m. and Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. - Live stream worship 
via FaceBook (I am researching linking the Zoom app as another method to join worship) 

 

The Book of Common Prayer (free digital resources) 
 

https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/book-of-common-prayer/book-of-
common-prayer-
2006.pdf?utm_campaign=&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_content
=The+Book+of+Common+Prayer&utm_term=ALL+CPG+Internal+-
+USE+THIS&utm_campaign=&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_conte
nt=english+common+prayer&utm_term=Client+Email+2_032120  (digital access to English 
version) 
 
https://www.churchpublishing.org/products/ellibrodeoracioncomun?utm_campaign=&u
tm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_content=spanish+common+prayer&u
tm_term=Client+Email+2_032120  (download Spanish PDF version) 
 

 

FORMATION - Faith at Home – (similar opportunities will be offered for Palm 
Sunday, Easter Sunday, and the Season of Easter) 
 

INVITATION:   
FIRST, set up a small prayer or sacred space in your house, if you do not 
currently have a place (all it takes is a candle & a cross along with a 
piece of fabric that is the appropriate liturgical color … of course you can 
add more to your space if you wish!) 

 
SECOND, give Prayer and Thought to the following - is your current Lenten    
practice meaningful given the current context?  Could it need a refresher 
these last several days? 

 

If so, here are some suggested ways to enact your Lenten journey.   
Ideas include:  

• Pull weeds and prepare a bed to plant 
• Clean part of your yard you’ve been dreading 
• Declutter a room in your house  



 
All of these can be done in an intentional and prayerful way (with 
meaningful music even) in an effort to make space to receive the fullness 
of Easter. 

 

Other ideas include:  
• cut a budding branch and put it in vase to watch the growth 

process  
• bake Lenten pretzels (look up the history of this tradition for Lent) 

 

Adult formation at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday via Zoom (tentatively set to begin March 29) 
 

FINALLY, you can find short daily live streams via St Andrew’s Facebook group 
(favorite scriptures, poems, storybook reading, musical offerings, favorite 
prayers, Godly Play lesson) at 10:00 a.m. every day less Saturday and Sunday 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
 
By now, each of you should have received at least one, if not two, phone calls 
from one of your Vestry members.  I’ve asked them to put their care of you, the 
Church, into action in this way given our situation. Each week, you can expect a 
call or text from this person.  Additionally, I too will be making phone calls to 
check in and say hello – as I miss all of you.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the church (messages are checked daily) if 
you need something, from someone to offer a listening ear to help running an 
errand.   
 
Finally, please continue to send in any prayer requests and thanksgivings to offer 
via email or phone.  We gather these each week and it is an honor to do so.  
 
Encountering the Lenten season in new ways,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


