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This Sunday we find ourselves at the last Sunday, the twenty-fourth to be exact, 
after Pentecost with the culminating celebration of Christ the King.  Our altar is 
draped in the celebratory color of white and we’ve lifted our voices, and we’ll 
lift them again, in praise to familiar and hymns proclaiming Christ’s victory and 
reign like no other in humankind for “he is King of all.”  
 
While many of our celebrations in the Church have been with us for well over 
two millennia, interestingly Christ the King Sunday is just shy of one hundred years 
old, instituted by Pope Pious XI in 1925.  It’s been moved once in the church 
calendar but has been celebrated the last Sunday in the church’s calendar 
since 1969.  To our post-modern mind, the image of a king isn’t always a positive 
one, but of course Jesus isn’t like any other king.   
 
First off, he wasn’t born with all the pomp and circumstance that accompanied 
future kings, and even princes, which still fascinates us, yes me too, even today – 
# royal babies – George, Charlotte, Louis (and even Archie).  There was no 
ceremonial first viewing of the babe dressed in the finest linens in the arms of 
adoring parents.  We do have Isaiah to thank for the title of “Prince of Peace,” 
although I’m pretty sure Mary didn’t include that on his birth 
announcement.  And as we know, ultimately the crown our King wears is a 
crown of thorns.   
 
In case our general knowledge about the reality of Jesus’ reign is a little obtuse, 
we find Christ the King Sunday, culminating the life of Jesus - our king who isn’t 
far removed and guarded, fed the finest food of the lands, and educated by 
private scholars – instead Jesus is born down in the muck with us literally – born 
where the animals gather to eat, to sleep, and to do everything else animals 
do.  We celebrate Jesus’ compassion and love filled dominion over all the earth 
while moving toward the first Sunday of Advent full steam ahead.   
 

  
1 A Wee Worship Book. Wild Goose Publications, 2015. 
  



 

 

Today we celebrate the “glorious power” that rescued us from “darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom” of God’s beloved Son as Paul’s Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us.  This is some high Christology, to use a big fancy word, 
which is another way of saying that Jesus’ power is on par with God’s power – 
which make sense.  And there is also another side to Jesus, the human side, or 
low Christology, our Gospel today points to this part of his reign, his crown is one 
of thorns.  And next Sunday’s Advent lessons preparing our hearts to welcome a 
fragile babe, a babe that brings peace to the whole world, those lessons – full of 
Jesus’ human nature - await us as well.   
 
AND, I think we need both, the Jesus of Christ the King Sunday with all his 
“glorious power” and the Jesus who first slept with the animals and ultimately 
allowed himself to be adorned with a Crown of Thorns.  I believe we need them 
both in order to bring about Jesus’ reign on earth – one where the Prince of 
Peace prevails.  
 
For this peace that Jesus teaches, preaches and lives is “Not an easy peace, 
not an insignificant peace, not a half-hearted peace” as we are reminded by 
the Iona Community off the coast of Scotland whose roots to Jesus’ teachings 
run back to the fourth century.  This kind of kingly reign and peace that teaches 
us how to open our hearts for with Jesus’ birth (willing to dive in), in his life (loving 
ourselves and our neighbors), in his death (letting go), with his resurrection (love 
always wins), and in his ascension (Jesus’ power in God gives us strength 
too).  It’s not a passive peace but an active and engaged one. 
 
Peace (within ourselves and within an institutional or cultural system) isn’t 
possible without finding a path to reconciliation – put another way restoring 
ourselves to full relationship with God as the “Outline of our Faith” puts it in the 
Book of Common Prayer.  
 
I want to be clear, peace or reconciliation isn’t always that everything has a 
beautiful ending and everyone hugs and kisses at the end; nor does 
reconciliation always mean the restoration to full relationship – sometimes that 
can happen, and other times that wouldn’t be appropriate.  Sometimes one 
party is ready to reconcile a relationship but stands alone in that desire, which 
means the reconciling work is to arrive at a place of peace with space in one’s  
 
 

2“An Outline of the Faith.” The Book of Common Prayer: and Administration of the Sacraments, 
and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, According to the Use of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America: Together with the Psalter, or, Psalms of David, 
F. Lucas, Jr., 1981, pp. 845–862. 
  



 

heart to reconcile if offered the opportunity and in the meantime, life continues 
– God’s work and love is shared.  And sometimes we can get close to that 
happily ever after ending.   
 
What this sacrament offers rather is the space for hard conversation/s with 
ourselves and/or other/s have taken place with honesty so that they can be 
heard.  Apologies can be received if offered (even to ourselves), and a path to 
peace is opened, a path paved with dignity and integrity (that can be traveled 
with God – solo or as a group). With the passing of time filled with prayer and 
trust in the process, the way to peace is opened – the love from God one can 
receive grows allowing compassion for yourself and for others is experienced 
followed by a glimpse of peace “that passes all understanding.”  
 
I know from personal experience this can hard work; it takes time, prayer, 
discipline, building the ability to understand truths about others and about 
ourselves.  But it can happen, on both micro and macro levels, and it is glorious 
and freeing when it does.   
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission, South Africa entered into after the 
end of apartheid is the best systemic example I can think that seeks a path 
toward a new paradigm of peace through reconciliation.  With the courageous 
wisdom of Nelson Mandela and the leadership of, Desmond Tutu, a Christian 
brother and Anglican bishop – this commission created the space to confront 
the human realities from all involved in the system of apartheid so that everyone 
together could embark on different path – as a Christian I say this path is the 
Way of Peace.   
 
Most of us find ourselves with different opportunities to engage in reconciliation 
(with ourselves, with our neighbor, with our family, and with our community) … 
one opportunity is no better than another, for it is all toward the great good.   
 
So, my sisters and brothers, wherever we find ourselves … may we be models not 
for easy peace, not for insignificant peace, not half-hearted peace but for 
peace that Jesus modeled --- in his birth (willing to dive in), in his life (teaching us 
how to love ourselves and our neighbors), in his death (which was one of letting 
go), with his resurrection (love always conquers death), and in his ascension 
(Jesus’ power in God gives us strength too).  It is this peace that is worthy of our 
every effort, for in it we can discover a peace that passes all understanding and 
be set fully free to live and love.  ~  Amen 
 
 


