
March 14, 2020 

Beloved of Saint Andrew’s ~ 
 
This afternoon I received communication from + Bishop Ed that, with prayerful consideration, he was 
closing our church buildings around the diocese thru the Last Sunday of Lent (March 29th).  You can 
find his communication at the bottom of my note. We have already begun to put the pieces in place 
to “live stream” Morning Prayer this Sunday at 10:15 through Saint Andrew’s FaceBook page.  In 
fact, shortly, I’ll try a little test version of the needed technology, please give it a preview on our 
FaceBook page. 
 
Additionally, please notice the careful wording I used in my first sentence, “our church buildings … 
will be closed thru the Last Sunday of Lent.”  I intentionally did not say, “the church will be closed 
thru the Last Sunday of Lent.” Having a beautiful sanctuary to gather in and worship together has 
been, is, and will continue to be a wonderfully meaningful part of our life together as a Christian 
community.  As the name plaques on the various stained glass windows, pews, and liturgical items 
remind us, it is the same faithful followers of Christ who build up the bricks and mortar of the church 
building that also go out into the world to build up the kingdom of God. In the world they offer the 
same love and compassion of God they experienced in the church.  As we’ve heard it said time and 
again, “the people are the Church.” 
 
So much of that love and compassion Jesus teaches us about is how to be in “right relationship” with 
our neighbor.  At this moment, being in “right relationship” means taking extra care to remind 
ourselves how much “our common life depends upon each other’s toil.” (Compline - BCP pg 134) It’s 
a time to recognize that slowing and flattening the curve of this virus (which is the aim of social 
distancing and closing public gatherings and spaces), is what health care experts and providers are 
asking from those of us who are not vulnerable in an effort to best care for the vulnerable among 
us.   
 
Unprecedented necessary measures are being taken, and if a hopeful reminder is needed, please 
remember this, the most often used phrase throughout scripture is “Do not be afraid,” rather: 

1. Take the recommended precautions from the Centers for Disease Control just as you 
would to prevent the spread of the flu - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/about/index.html.  

2. Look for an email sent by Saturday evening with guidance for Sunday’s Morning Prayer 
Rite II, if you are able to join us 

3. Communication from your Vestry and I will be shared in the near future (upon receiving 
additional directions from + Bishop Ed) to clarify necessary modifications as we continue 
our Lenten journey 



4. Please remember that our Book of Common Prayer (print and online) is filled with prayers 
that connect us through time and space.  The Daily Office (beginning on page 75), Daily 
Devotion for Individuals and Families (page 137), Compline (page 127), and Prayers and 
Thanksgiving (page 814) are all meaningful methods to connect with God, and thereby 
others, in the absence of formalized Sunday worship. 
 

Please do share this with anyone you think who might not have access to email.  If you have a 
question, please contact me at 580.951.0090. Know that each of you are in my prayers.  

For those we Love (BCP page 831) 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life and the 
life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or prayer for, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

 

 


