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Growing up among the “Saints of All Saints’” just thirty miles  east of us in Duncan, my 
appreciation of All Saints’ Day was formed early; my first memories All Saints’ Sunday are of a 
joy-filled celebration (after all this was the Sunday the premier trumpet player in town, Mr 
Brandon – of Brandon Music Company – broke out his trumpet and regaled us the lively and 
every popular “When the Saints Go Marching In” while the organist accompanied him).   
 
The Sunday was always complete with a memorable potluck feast (with plenty of sweets and a 
group of kids to enjoy them) and plenty of teasing, of the most loving kind, for all (I have to say 
that All Saints’ brand of loving teasing showed up – and shows up to this day – pretty much 
every Sunday … which as an aside is one of characteristics I first noticed and valued about Saint 
Andrew’s from our early conversations).   
 
So, it will likely be no surprise to you that All Saints’ Day is one of my favorite celebrations of 
the Church.  As I grew older, learning that All Saints’ Day was actually a part of the what is 
sometimes referred to as the Fall triduum - All Hallows Eve (Halloween, if we use the secular 
term) arriving in the Church calendar in the 11th and 12th centuries and All Soul’s Day – 
November 2nd, the day after All Saints’ Day, was a welcome lesson.   
 
All Hallows Eve gives us space to let our false self out and run wild – with all the ghost, goblins, 
zombies, witches, superheroes, and just about any range of ever evolving costume one can find 
from year to year, so to say.  Having set that part of ourselves free, we are then able to meet the 
sacred part of ourselves --- that essential goodness inside each of us, called forth by Jesus’s 
restoring love, visible through all Saints that have gone before us.   
 
But it doesn’t stop there, for All Soul’s offers us a sacred window to remember our beloved who 
passed from “strength to strength” this year.  Not only do we remember them, but we experience 
that mystical connection through the Lord’s Super.  For it is there that God’s love and grace goes 
beyond the limits of space and time and we become bound deeper together through in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist.  
 
When we come to celebrate the Eucharist together today, we are holding the mysteries of all 
three of these days in our church calendar year ---  
the allowing our shadow side to run free,  
the meeting the sacred goodness of ourselves,  
and the remembering of those who’ve gone before who also traveled this same journey. 
 



In our lessons today, Paul encourages those in Ephesus to keep the eyes of their hearts 
enlightened, so that they may know what is the hope to which God has called them.  I believe it 
is with the eyes of our hearts, it is then we can see AND become the riches of God’s glorious 
inheritance. 
 
History is filled with historical saints, people who have lived their lives with the eyes of their 
hearts wide open.  They have been lifted up by the Church to point us in the direction of living 
our best lives.  Through them we are reminded of our Christian history and heritage. In fact, if 
you join us for Wednesday Evening Services you will have the opportunity to learn more about 
the saints of the Church throughout the year.  They are a gift to the faithful who have come after 
them.   
 
For today though, I like us to consider that each of us too, and our the beloved departed we 
remember on this day, has a saintly part inside each of us  --- that we, each of us everyday saints, 
if you will --- as the hymn reminds us “and one was a doctor and one was a ….” 
 
I haven’t been a part of the Saint Andrew’s community but I’ve known you long enough to see 
that “saintly” essential goodness implanted in each of your hearts through Christ’s incarnation 
peeking through  
 

– for here you sit on this Sunday, after perhaps wondering “How would we as a Church 
make it to here?”  
– you’ve loved each other, supported each other, likely taken on a task or job for Saint 
Andrew’s that wouldn’t have been your first choice or one that you thought you would 
have been that great at  
- and yet, you saw a need in the community, you saw with the “eyes of your heart 
enlightened”  

 
and you responded, and perhaps even surprised yourself. Doing so required stepping outside of 
yourself and your comfort zone.  I’m pretty sure the official saints could relate, and would likely 
encourage you to keep doing just that … seeing with those enlightened eyes, see the needs both 
inside and outside of this community.   
 
You don’t have to be perfect to be an everyday saint, all that is needed the willingness to put 
aside the false self (the worries, the what ifs, the I’m not good enoughs) and inside turn toward 
the true self – that essential goodness within each of us, that goodness that allows us to see the 
needs in the world by seeing with the eyes of their heart so that “God can put” this same desire 
“to work” for the building of God’s kingdom here and now, through the everyday saints that 
surround us, which I am certain you are. 


