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With Confidence,  

Let Us Present Ourselves unto the Lord 

 
This past weekend my religious community, the Oakerhater Community, had its quarterly 
meeting.  This community, founded in 1995, is a newer expression of a religious community, 
made of both lay and ordained members and inquirers.  We are bound together by the desire 
to further build community beyond the walls of the Church and tied to together by our 
common community Rule of reconciliation as modeled by Jesus Christ.  The name Oakerhater is 
taken from saint David Pendleton Oakerhater, a Cheyenne-Arapaho warrior, and later a deacon 
of the Church who served his people in western Oklahoma for several decades, dying in 1931.  
He is the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma’s only saint.   
 
It’s our tradition with our January meeting, to review our individual rule of life asking both how 
it is applied to our personal spiritual practice as well as how this ministry of reconciliation (or 
restoring of relationships) takes shape in the place we call home (live, work, community, family, 
etc).  As much as I’d like to share more about this community with you, and I’m happy to do so 
with a later conversation – so please feel free to inquire.  As I said, we gathered to review our 
individual rules of life and receive insights and support from our fellow sisters and brothers.  
Around the circle we went, each taking a little time to offer our thoughts, observations, 
struggles, and delights.  As I listened to one of my brothers share his reflections upon his rule of 
life over the past year and how he sees it taking shape in the coming months a hopeful 
connection struck me as it relates to our Celebration this Sunday – which is the Presentation of 
Our Lord.  I’d like to share it with you.   
 
To begin with you should know several years ago my brother in Christ received a very grim 
cancer diagnosis – to the point of, in my mind, preparing for the likely reality that he wouldn’t 
be with us at some point sooner rather than later.  And yet, several years have passed, and here 
he sat sharing his reflections – reflections of thanks and of trust.  Several years ago, he left the 
practice of the legal profession to work with high school students teaching history at a street 
school – an alternative school.   I would love to have had him as a teacher!!  Something was 
missing in his legal profession and he was able to make a change, and so he did.  It’s been 
amazing to listen to his process of discernment and discovery – it didn’t happen overnight.  All 
seemed well.  Then came the cancer diagnosis and the rounds of chemo and radiation with 
some surprising success and remission.  His connection to the street school remained in various 
threads, and he’s resumed his role there and now finds himself the teacher with second longest 
tenure somehow.  And there he sat on Saturday morning.   
 
I struck me was how he talked about this journey when he said (I’m paraphrasing here as best I 
can as I wasn’t listening with the intent of writing about it later),  

 



“You know, I’ve come to understand myself and life as something more than this 
diagnosis.  Yes, I’m in the midst of living through it. Yes, I’ve had this treatment and that 
treatment and met with this doctor and that specialist.  I had a scan last week and I 
haven’t received a call back regarding it.  There is something there, but they aren’t sure 
what.  It’s likely I have a couple of options for more treatment and some decisions to 
make – and I will.  I basically listen to my doctor’s recommendation – it’s likely I’ll have to 
choose between the risks and likely successes of the treatment weighed with how it will 
impact my life and what exactly the scan reveals.  But I’ve taken the approach, of posting 
information on FaceBook (which makes everything official you know) and being open 
about it AND going on and living my life.  People can ask me about it or not – either is 
truly fine.  I’m at peace with it and thankful for all that life holds in front of me.  I’m happy 
to live day to day, one thing at a time --- I wake up, give thanks, teach and learn from my 
students, spend time with my wife, worship at my church home, encounter Christ in 
others, spend time with my children and grandchildren … with thanks, I put one foot in 
front of the other, life goes on – day by day. And it’s a good life." 

 
When I listened to my brother reflect on his life and his Rule of Life, it was clear he was simply 
put, “at peace” with all of life – with whatever it brought.  What a gift and teaching he offered 
those of us gathered this past weekend; I’ve found over the years that while my hope and 
spiritual practice is to be at peace in the midst of wherever I find myself in life, encountering 
and witnessing fellow pilgrims who exemplify place of peace offer an important lesson.  My 
sense is my brother forwards with confidence to whatever the day may hold wherever he might 
find himself because he knows in deeply profound ways what the Letter to the Hebrews 
reminds us this morning, that the power of death has been destroyed and we are no long “held 
in slavery by the fear of death.”  And in this he, and we, and “all peoples” as Luke’s Gospel 
points to this morning (even those whose faith is known to God alone), are set free.  Set free to 
build and be the kingdom of God in the here and now with the teachings of Jesus to mark the 
way; to show us what is possible when we allow ourselves to go through the refiner’s fire and 
withstand the fullers’ soap. 1  It is then, with confidence, we can present ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, to the Lord.  This is my prayer for you my brothers and sisters – that you can take 
confidence to live your life to the fullest, sharing God’s love revealed to us in Christ, trusting 
that there is no need to be “held in slavery by the fear of death” because through Christ you 
have been set free! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Malachi 3:3 


