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Bumbling Down the Mountain 
 
 
Peter --- While I’m tempted to say, “Peter, poor Peter” when I listen to his 
response in today’s gospel, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one of you, one for Moses and one for Elijah”  
 
In reality, his presence throughout all four of the canonically recognized gospels, 
is actually a gift. 
 
A been there and already done that sort of a gift, for all throughout the gospels 
is Peter, ever present, always trying to get it - questioning, offering ideas and 
solutions, and denials.  I say he’s a gift because if one ever needs examples of 
how to bumble along as a follower of Jesus, Peter is the perfect follower to 
model.  He’s pretty much done it all; or not gotten it at all, as is the case early on 
with Peter.  And still, Jesus sees the possibility in him and in the end gives him the 
“keys to the kingdom.”   
 
The Transfiguration Story certainly fits into Peter’s efforts of bumbling along as he 
tries to understand of Jesus.  Just in the previous chapter when Jesus asked, 
“Who do people say that I am?” Peter responds – the Messiah … the light bulb 
flickered fully on with this statement.   
 
Just in the next chapter, today’s gospel, Peter is back to addressing Jesus as 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.”  Rabbi, which is certainly true, however it’s 
not the fullest expression of who Jesus is … it’s a bit dim in recognition.  This back 
and forth of Peter’s understanding of who Jesus is, grows brighter at moments 
along the way only to soften and recede at other moments – the gospels paint 
this picture of a follower of Jesus who’s on a genuine and heartfelt journey, full 
of ups and downs, as he tries to grasp and hold onto the realization to Jesus’ 
question, “Who do people say that I am?” 
 
Upon having this spellbinding experience, complete with dazzling white clothes, 
I get why Peter would be in a “thinking out loud” sort of mode that results in his 
statement to Jesus “it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings - one 
of you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  The text tells us even Jesus “did not 
know what to say, for they were terrified.”  Again we hear the voice of God, the 
same one who spoke at Jesus’ baptism when the heavens were torn open … 
“this is my Son, listen to him.”   
 



What does it mean to listen to Jesus?  Thus far in Jesus’ ministry Mark’s gospel 
lays out for us, it doesn’t seem to be a ministry of constructing a dwelling and 
staying in one place.  Mark’s Jesus is always on the move – we don’t even get a 
traditional birth story of sweet baby Jesus – nope we get John the Baptist the 
Jesus baptism straight out of the gate --- then Jesus is off healing people here, 
casting out demons there, calling disciples along the way, walking on water, 
feeding 5000 people --- if Peter were to “listen to him” as the voice from the 
cloud commands,  saying “it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings” is the opposite of Jesus, the Messiah’s, ministry pattern. 
 
I get why Peter would offer this suggestion; I’ve been there, wishing to hold onto 
an amazing experience or place, that brings me complete comfort and peace.  
Yes, I’d like to somehow bottle these experiences and place up, and keep my 
own little private “medicinal” storage if you will. 
 
But it doesn’t work that way,  one can’t preserve these experiences and hold 
onto them keeping them to oneself, making a perfect dwelling place to 
enshrine oneself with Jesus there forever. 
 
This isn’t Listening to Him. 
 
We have to come down the mountain and listen to where Jesus calls us to go 
next, likely it’s not back to the same places we’ve already been, although if I’m 
at all like Peter (which I certainly am!) I will likely try to return to the same 
comforting places.  It’s bound to happen as I bumble along, and that’s ok.  
Because another part of being like Peter is the keep listening and keep trying, to 
allow myself to make a mistake, learn from it and carry on … so if I’m not called 
to make a dwelling place and stay in my comfort zone, as Peter learned, where 
am I called to dwell?   
 
Knowing Jesus life and ministry - it’s likely that I’m called outside of my comfort 
zone.  Yes, there will be a bit of bumbling around … and that’s OK … following 
Peter’s lead, it’s more important that we keep trying, to keep listening to these 
new and surprising places the Messiah calls us into --- to the new and surprising 
people this Messiah calls us to love and be loved by.  People who most likely 
don’t look like me and talk like me and yet have the same hopes, and loves, 
and wishes that I share … for when I leave my comfortable dwelling place, what 
awaits my discovery is an entire world that in and of itself can be beautifully 
comfortable if I’m willing to keep listening and keep learning new ways that 
God is working through everyone I meet just as Peter demonstrates for us yet 
again in our gospel for today. 
 
 
 


