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I want to brag just a little bit on the Episcopal Church in Duncan – All Saints’ - 

known as Saints of All Saints’ by those who gather at the corner of 9th & Cedar 

have referred to themselves over the years.  I do not remember a time when I 

ever felt anything less than unconditionally loved and treasured upon crossing 

the threshold of their doors.  There was never a time that they didn’t in some 

simple way communicate that I belonged, to their community – that I was 

God’s beloved.   

 

From entering the that church in 3rd grade through my preteen to teenager 

years, to random drop ins during my college years, to the prayers received while 

serving overseas as Peace Corps Volunteer, and support during discernment for 

ordained ministry – what I remember most about this community is there was 

never a time that I wasn’t loved, supported, and treasured at whatever point on 

the path I was at that moment.   

 

There was no motive or reason for them to love me, it was simply something that 

the members across the generations of the church just did.  One of the 

characteristics that drew me to St Andrew’s was the ways in which your love for 

each other reminded me of that unconditional love I just described receiving 

from All Saints’.   
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I don’t think it was just me though, there are several long ago youth of All Saints’ 

who keep in contact.  I suspect using their own language to describe the Saints 

of All Saints’, they would paint a similar picture.  I believe our desire to remain 

connected, stems from that gift of unconditional love we still seek to offer and to 

replenish.  Layer upon layer of belonging to such a community can be lifegiving 

and renewing.   The layers are the ways we express and receive that desire to 

belong … to be in community, in relationship with each other.  They are 

multifaceted.     

 

From accepting all who cross our doors when we pass the Peace,  

to authentically welcoming those new in our midst, to visiting - praying – and 

serving for those in need, to studying scripture together, to sharing a meal and 

fellowship together, to asking for forgiveness together, to celebrating and 

mourning together, to actively seeking reconciliation of relationships when 

needed, to sharing the Eucharist together … layer upon layer creates a depth of 

community that can be palpable.  One that is life giving.  A place that shines 

brightly with warmth and promise, often times in the midst of the confusion of our 

world.   

 

This sense of belonging is an aspect Jesus initiates with his baptism by John the 

Baptist in the River Jordan.  The very gospel we just heard in Matthew’s gospel.  

Here we find Jesus on the banks of the Jordan River, basically telling John,  

“Yes John, this is the way it’s going to begin.  You are the one to baptize me 

right here in this very river, this river that holds so much of our people’s history.”   

Jesus knows with the waters stopped, the Ark of the Covenant crossed this river 

as the Israelites came to the end of their journey to reach the Promised Land.  In 

this same river, Elijah made possible for Elisha to cross to the other side moments 

before he, Elijah, ascended to heaven upon blazing horses and chariots of fire.  

It is this same river that Naaman was healed of leprosy.  The Jordan River is holds 
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layer upon layer of his people’s history, so it is fitting that Jesus brings all of these 

struggles and triumphs with him as he marks the beginning of ministry with his 

baptism. 

 

The Church over the centuries has viewed baptism as the official marker of 

belonging to the Church.  Early, early on, until one was baptized you couldn’t 

share in worship with baptized Christians.  The preparation was extensive, and 

the sacrament was only offered during the Easter Vigil.  Fifteen hundred years 

later, practices have evolved – a traditional time to receive the Sacrament of 

Baptism is still during the Great Easter Vigil.  And historically, receiving 

communion/Lord’s Supper is preceded by one’s baptism (although this is one 

topic of debate in the wider Church today – the practice of limiting the grace of 

the Holy Communion to only those baptized).   

 

When I step back and ponder the larger context and meaning of story of Jesus’ 

baptism what I can’t help but notice is the history of River Jordan and the water 

that runs through it.  The river, a pilgrimage site then and now, remains all these 

millennia later.  It is a constant, and yet the water has continually flowed.  It has 

shaped the land.  It is the same River and yet all it comes in contact with has 

been shaped --- shaped by God’s Way of Love, that we know best through the 

birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Swept into God’s unconditional love, may we continue to find glimpses of that 

unconditional love as shared through the hands, hearts, and feet of the beloved 

of Saint Andrew’s.  May we find ways to welcome the opportunity of stepping 

into the River of Belonging, and say “Yes!” to the reality that we can be and are 

shaped by baptismal waters, waters that offer forgiveness, grace, and a sense 

of belonging that can calm fears and open our hearts.  

 


